ANIMISM
two. Sam sturdily maintained that he had received orders from his master for this outrageous conduct, and on inquiry it turned out that he had dreamed this."18
It is outside the scope of this booklet to refer in detail to the rites and ceremonies arising out of barbaric  belief in the  realities  of dreams. Obviously,  that belief has far-reaching  consequences in the origination of numerous devices for safeguarding the volatile and errant soul. Danger attends the sudden waking of a sleeping man, lest the spirit should not return;  precautions must be taken in illness to avert the permanent departure of the spirit, as among the Congo natives, when cases of wasting sickness occur, " a search party is led by a charm doctor, and branches, land-shells, or stones are collected. The doctor will then perform a series of passes between these articles and the sick man.   The ceremony is called vutufanga moyo, or ' the returning  of  the  spirit.5"19    "In Ambon  and  the Uliase Islands the medicine-man flaps a branch about, calling out the sick man's name until he has caught the wandering soul in the  branch ;
8  pp. 344-346.
9  Jour, AnthropoL Institute, vol. xxiv. p. 287.
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